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Namibia is a country of astonishing contrasts aptly named after 

the Namib Ð the oldest desert on the planet, and a sea of red sand 

along the Atlantic coastline. Namibia is celebrated for its vast open 

landscapes, inÞnite supply of blue skies, sun-drenched weather 

and star-Þlled nights. 

Over the years, there have been a number of cultural inßuences that 

have all added to the unique atmosphere of Namibia. At various 

times Germany, Great Britain and South Africa have all governed 

the territory, but it was with the eventual independence of Namibia 

in 1990 that the country was able to develop its multicultural 

character and reinvent itself. There is a distinctive Namibian 

character that freely blends African styles with European inßuences 

on architecture, food, customs and art.

All this is in interesting juxtaposition with the expansive landscapes 

that surround the cities. The many national parks and game reserves 

boast a huge variety of wildlife in a kaleidoscope of differing 

environments: the white saltpans of Etosha National Park; the red 

dunes at Sossusvlei; lonely beaches along the Skeleton Coast and 

the uninhabited wilderness of Kaokoveld. Astonishing contrasts are 

everywhere for the visitor to savour, enjoy and photograph.
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OUR NAMIBIA AREAS

Sossusvlei

Sossusvlei, located in the red dunes of the Namib Desert, is formed where the natural course of the 

ephemeral Tsauchab River is blocked by the mass of sand. This mass of sand stretches for 400km south 

of Walvis Bay, sandwiched between the cold Benguela Current of the west coast and the escarpment 

that runs parallel more than 100km inland. The path of the Tsauchab is ßanked by some of the tallest 

sand dunes in the world and then ends in a series of pans or vleis that dot the end of this blind river. 

Sossusvlei is one such pan, Dead Vlei another. 

Kunene
The Kunene Region, formerly known as the Kaokoveld, is situated in north-west Namibia. It is one of the 

harshest environments on the planet, with endless vistas across stark plains, ancient valleys, rugged 

peaks and desolate coastline. The ephemeral rivers that bisect it form linear oases as they meander 

their way west towards the sea. The vegetation that fringes their courses provides sustenance to a di-

verse array of superbly adapted desert wildlife like black rhino, elephant, springbok, gemsbok, giraffe 

and HartmannÕs mountain zebra. The most reliable source of water here is the fog created when the icy 

Atlantic waters meet the warm air of the coast.

Kulala Wilderness Reserve
Kulala Wilderness Reserve, a 40 000-hectare tract of land near the spectacular sights of Sossusvlei, borders 

the expansive Namib Naukluft Park. Today, after ten years of habitat rehabilitation, Kulala is once again 

home to of all forms of desert wildlife and provides convenient access to the splendour of the towering red 

dunes of the Namib. The Sossusvlei dunes rise dramatically more than 300 metres above the surrounding 

plains, and are surrounded by rugged, ancient volcanic mountains and open plains. Larger desert-adapted 

wildlife such as ostrich, springbok and gemsbok ßourish here with carnivores such as bat-eared fox, Cape 

fox, brown hyaena and black-backed jackal often seen. Emphasis is placed on desert fauna, spectacular 

scenery and the incredible night sky. Unique birds include Dune Lark, BurchellÕs Courser, LudwigÕs Bustard 

and StarkÕs Lark. 

Doro !Nawas Conservancy
The 407 300-hectare Doro !Nawas Conservancy is a landscape ranging from boulder-strewn plains to curi-

ous rock formations surrounded by sand dunes. This is prime desert-adapted elephant territory, where 

herds traverse the Aba-Huab riverbed seasonally in search of water and vegetation. Wildlife viewing con-

centrates along the riverbed and valleys. While there are no large concentrations of wildlife, this arid en-

vironment is home to gemsbok, springbok and variety of other species, including occasional black rhino 

and cheetah. Birdlife is excellent with several Namibian endemics such as MonteiroÕs Hornbill and RŸpellÕs 

Korhaan. AfricaÕs largest collection of petroglyphs (prehistoric rock engravings) and San rock art are to be 

found at Twyfelfontein, NamibiaÕs Þrst World Heritage Site. 



60

Torra Conservancy
The 352 200-hectare Torra Conservancy has a landscape characterised by hills interspersed with valleys 

and dry riverbeds. Early morning fog brings precious water to ßora and fauna, which have adapted su-

perbly to this harsh environment. Despite its aridity, the area supports a surprisingly high diversity of 

wildlife including a healthy number of desert-adapted elephant and good populations of giraffe, gemsbok, 

springbok, occasional cheetah and black rhino as well interesting ßora like euphorbias, pachypodiums 

and shepherdÕs trees. Birding is excellent with White-tailed Shrike and Benguela Long-billed Lark common 

Þnds. The conservancy is the result of a successful partnership between Wilderness Safaris and the local 

Torra community that has become an inspiration for communities and conservationists throughout Africa.

Palmwag Concession
The 450 000-hectare Palmwag Concession is made up of rolling, rocky hills, ßat-topped mountains with 

scattered euphorbia, and stark plains with ancient welwitschia plants, scrubby vegetation and isolated 

clumps of trees. The conservancy supports the largest free-roaming population of desert-adapted black 

rhino in Africa as well as a healthy number of desert-adapted elephant. Thanks to the freshwater springs 

in the area there is a surprising amount of life here: HartmannÕs mountain zebra, giraffe, gemsbok, spring-

bok and kudu, as well as lion, cheetah, leopard, and brown and spotted hyaena. Birdlife is equally varied 

including endemics like Bokmakierie and RŸppellÕs Korhaan. Palmwag holds the core of the rarely seen 

desert-adapted lion population of north-west Namibia. 

Skeleton Coast National Park
The Skeleton Coast Park is one of the planetÕs most inhospitable yet beautiful places; our concession 

covers 300 000 hectares of this wild and uninhabited wilderness where a lunar landscape of gravel plains 

covered with lichens, lithops and welwitschias interspersed with barchan sand dunes gives way to the 

harsh Atlantic coastline. Apart from its sheer beauty and desolation, there are more subtle attractions: 

roaring dunes, towering canyons, saltpans, seal colonies and whale bones. Freshwater springs and fog 

off the Atlantic Ocean sustain a surprising amount of life. The coastline harbours black-backed jackal and 

reclusive brown hyaena while inland secret water seeps attract gemsbok, springbok, ostrich, elephant, 

giraffe, HartmannÕs mountain zebra and occasionally lion. Unique bird species include Damara Tern and 

GrayÕs Lark.

Marienßuss Conservancy
In extreme northern Namibia, mountains of folded metamorphic rock are severed by the Kunene River that 

forms the border between Namibia and Angola. The Kunene River, the only permanent source of water 

in the region, is lined with a narrow belt of riverine vegetation and palm trees. Away from the river the 

vast Marienßuss and HartmannÕs Valleys, that in rainy years become grassy expanses, comprise part of 

the vast 303 400-hectare Marienßuss Conservancy Generally their ßat topographies are covered by soft 

sand broken only by a few tough grasses, toxic euphorbias, mysterious Ôfairy circlesÕ and sheer granite 

inselbergs. Wildlife such as gemsbok, springbok, brown hyaena and Cape fox occur sporadically, while the 

smaller creatures impress within this surreal setting. The Kunene River also harbours Nile crocodile and 

vibrant birdlife. 
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Ongava Game Reserve
On the southern boundary of Etosha National Park and forming a buffer to the Park lies Ongava Game 

Reserve, a 30 000-hectare private reserve. It is a haven to large concentrations of wildlife: notably lion, 

wildebeest, springbok, gemsbok, HartmannÕs mountain zebra, red hartebeest, giraffe, eland and the larg-

est population of the endemic black-faced impala outside of Etosha. The Reserve is also known for the 

successful reintroduction of white and black rhino. Bird life is proliÞc with 340 species seen, amongst them 

ten of NamibiaÕs 14 endemic bird species including White-tailed Shrike, Short-toed Rock Thrush, HartlaubÕs 

Francolin, RŸppellÕs Parrot and raptors in abundance. Ongava also provides easy access to the prime game 

viewing areas of western Etosha, NamibiaÕs premier wildlife destination. 

Etosha
Etosha Pan is the result of a geological shift that dramatically changed the course of the Kunene River. 

Its 5 000km2 (120km across and 55km from north to south) were formerly an ancient lake. Today the 

Pan is mostly bone dry, the stark, parched white surface giving the Pan its Herero name Ð ÒGreat White 

PlaceÓ. The edges of the Pan give way to a surprising variety of vegetation types: from woodland and 

broad swathes of mopane, to open acacia-strewn plains and grasslands. Fringing the Pan are a number 

of productive waterholes that sustain the high density of large mammal fauna, from elephant and lion 

to vast herds of springbok, wildebeest, zebra, giraffe and gemsbok.
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Wi l d e r n e s s  S a f a r i s  -  P re m i e r  C a m p

FAC I L I T I E S  &  AC T I V I T I E S

L I T T L E  K U L A L A

This acclaimed desert retreat is situated amongst camel thorn trees on the 

dry Auab riverbed in the Kulala Wilderness Reserve. The 11 climate-controlled, 

thatched villas merge impeccably into the timeless desert landscape, with 

exquisite Þttings and Þxtures and innovative bleached decks each with a 

private plunge pool. The extensive use of neutral colours, gorgeous textures 

and natural light reproduce the soothing pastel tones of the desert. Each villa 

has a rooftop ÔskybedÕ for romantic stargazing, with both indoor and outdoor 

showers. An elegant entertainment area includes al fresco Þne dining as a 

highlight.  

Varied activities aim at acquainting guests with the splendour, solitude and 

stark beauty of the Namib Desert, with excursions to Sossusvlei, and nature 

drives and walks providing awe-inspiring views of desert-adapted wildlife and 

plants. A balloon safari at extra cost offers a unique experience soaring silently 

above the desert, while quad biking takes place at one of the nearby camps.

F

at extra cost at extra cost

LITTLE KULALA

S O S S U S V L E I  -  K U L A L A  W I L D E R N E S S  R E S E R V E
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Wi l d e r n e s s  A d ve n t u re s

S O S S U S V L E I  -  K U L A L A  W I L D E R N E S S  R E S E R V E

K U L A L A  D E S E R T  LO D G E

KULALA DESERT LODGE

FAC I L I T I E S  &  AC T I V I T I E S

Hidden at the foot of the majestic Sossusvlei dunes, a private entrance to 

Namib Naukluft Park makes Kulala Desert Lodge the closest location to 

Sossusvlei, while magniÞcent views of its famous red dunes, mountainous 

scenery and vast open plains makes it the most spectacular.

The camp comprises 19 thatched and canvas ÒkulalasÓ with en-suite 

bathrooms and verandas. Each unit is built on a wooden platform to catch 

the cooling breezes and has a deck on the ßat rooftop where bedrolls are 

placed for guests to sleep under the stars. The main area, with northern 

African-inspired dŽcor, has a lounge, dining area, plunge pool, and wrap-

around veranda overlooking a waterhole. Activities impress guests with the 

overwhelming magnitude, solitude and tranquillity of the desert and include 

private tours to Sossusvlei, horse riding, hot air ballooning (at extra cost), 

scenic nature walks, eco-sensitive guided quad-biking  and drives to view 

the desertÕs fascinating ßora and fauna. 

19 F

at extra cost at extra cost
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KULALA WILDERNESS 
CAMP

Wi l d e r n e s s  A d ve n t u re s

S O S S U S V L E I  -  K U L A L A  W I L D E R N E S S  R E S E R V E

K U L A L A  W I L D E R N E S S  C A M P

FAC I L I T I E S  &  AC T I V I T I E S

Kulala Wilderness Camp lies on the lower slopes of a mountain, perfectly 

poised to catch the stunning desert sunsets, and consists of ten simple 

yet stylish chalets or kulalas (kulala means Òto sleepÓ in Oshiwambo) with 

private verandas, en-suite solar-heated bathrooms and sundecks, on elevated 

platforms so that each room commands a panoramic view of the valley and 

mountains beyond. The main area is built of canvas with thatched rooÞng on 

raised platforms and offers a cosy and intimate atmosphere, complete with a 

pool in which to cool off in the heat of the day. 

On the edge of the oldest desert in the world, wildlife here is fascinating in its 

adaptation to the harsh conditions. Sparse yet thrilling to see are springbok, 

gemsbok, ostrich, bat-eared fox and the rarely seen aardwolf. Activities include 

excursions to the incredible dunes of Sossusvlei, early morning ballooning (at 

extra cost), guided walks, eco-sensitive quadÐbiking, and scenic nature drives.

10 F

at extra cost at extra cost
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Wi l d e r n e s s  A d ve n t u re s

FAC I L I T I E S  &  AC T I V I T I E S

D O R O  N A WA S  C A M P

Doro Nawas rests on the slopes of a small hill on the edge of the dry Aba-Huab 

River overlooking ancient plains with glorious views of the rugged Damaraland 

area. Guests are housed in 16 natural walled units, the design and dŽcor 

blending in with the surrounding scenery. Each unit consists of a bedroom, en-

suite bathroom and veranda for stargazing or sleep-outs. There are indoor and 

outdoor dining areas, a residential pool area and a small curio shop. 

The camp provides an excellent base for exploring the local area in game drive 

vehicles and on foot, combining a luxury safari experience with economic 

empowerment for the local community. Guests can view petroglyphs Ð 

prehistoric rock engravings Ð and San rock art at Twyfelfontein, NamibiaÕs Þrst 

World Heritage Site. The combination of AfricaÕs past and present makes Doro 

Nawas a fascinating visit. 

Doro Nawas Camp is a joint venture between Wilderness, the Doro !Nawas 

community and a Namibian empowerment company.

DORO NAWAS 
CAMP

16 F

K U N E N E  -  D O R O  ! N A W A S  C O N S E R V A N C Y
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FAC I L I T I E S  &  AC T I V I T I E S

Wi l d e r n e s s  S a f a r i s  -  C l a s s i c  C a m p

D A M A R A L A N D  C A M P

Damaraland Camp is situated in the Huab River Valley in one of the best 

wilderness areas in Namibia, offering endless vistas across stark plains, 

ancient valleys and stunning ochre-purple mountain backdrop. Ten large en-

suite, adobe-style thatched units are raised off the ground, each with a walk-

in dressing area and a large deck on which to sit and contemplate the desert. 

The spacious living area comprises a dining area, and swimming pool. New 

technology combined with ancient knowledge has produced an eco-friendly 

yet high-performance design in this unique camp. An open campÞre and 

outdoor ÔbomaÕ are enjoyed during calm evenings and stargazing is superb, 

thanks to the crystal-clear night skies. 

Activities include nature drives and walks during which guests can see 

species such as desert-adapted elephant, gemsbok, kudu and springbok, 

and black rhino as well as rare succulent plants. 

Damaraland Camp is the result of an award-winning partnership between 

Wilderness Safaris and the Torra Conservancy.

DAMARALAND 
CAMP

10 F

K U N E N E  -  T O R R A  C O N S E R V A N C Y
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Wi l d e r n e s s  S a f a r i s  -  C l a s s i c  C a m p

K U N E N E  -  P A L M W A G  C O N C E S S I O N

FAC I L I T I E S  &  AC T I V I T I E S

D E S E R T  R H I N O  C A M P

Desert Rhino Camp offers an original and exclusive wilderness experience and 

the possibility of seeing some of the largest free-ranging population of desert-

adapted black rhino in Africa. The camp, set in a wide valley sometimes ßush 

with grass, has eight large Meru-style tents with en-suite bathrooms. A tented 

dining and living area offers uninterrupted views of the desert and mountains, 

while extraordinary welwitschia plants dot the plain in front of camp. 

Activities include rhino tracking on foot or by vehicle with Save the Rhino Trust 

trackers (an NGO responsible for the conservation of the black rhino in the 

area), full-day outings with a picnic lunch, birding and nature drives. Other 

species seen in the area include HartmannÕs mountain zebra, giraffe and 

lion. Desert Rhino Camp is run in conjunction with Save the Rhino Trust so 

in addition to gaining amazing insight into the ecology and conservation of 

this area, a portion of guest revenue goes to the Trust and its conservation 

operations.

8

DESERT RHINO 
CAMP
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FAC I L I T I E S  &  AC T I V I T I E S

Wi l d e r n e s s  A d ve n t u re s

K U N E N E  -  P A L M W A G  C O N C E S S I O N

PA L M WA G  LO D G E

Palmwag Lodge is one of NamibiaÕs oldest and most popular tourist 

destinations and is renowned for its idyllic location amongst rustling palm 

trees, spectacular scenery and convenient location in the vast Palmwag 

Concession with its host of desert-adapted wildlife, including the largest 

free-roaming population of desert-adapted black rhino in Africa. Other 

species in the area include lion, desert-adapted elephant, HartmannÕs 

mountain zebra, gemsbok, giraffe and springbok. The broader area is also 

well known for the unique culture of the semi-nomadic Himba people.

The lodge, situated along the banks of the ephemeral Uniab River, boasts a 

wide variety of accommodation options, from comfortable family units and 

Meru-style tents to thatched bungalows and a lively campsite. A swimming 

pool, restaurant and cosy bar complete the facilities. This stark and remote 

destination is easily accessible and an array of guided or independent 

excursions are available, including morning and afternoon game drives, 

full-day excursions into Palmwag Concession (with prior booking), nature 

walks, sleep-outs and Himba cultural excursions. 

PALMWAG 
LODGE

20 F
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Wi l d e r n e s s  S a f a r i s  -  C l a s s i c  C a m p

K U N E N E  -  S K E L E T O N  C O A S T  C O N C E S S I O N

S K E L E T O N  C O A S T  C A M P

SKELETON COAST 
CAMP

FAC I L I T I E S  &  AC T I V I T I E S

Nestled in one of the planetÕs most inhospitable yet hauntingly beautiful places, 

Skeleton Coast Camp is the only camp which lies within the 300 000-hectare 

Skeleton Coast Park. Set out along the banks of the ephemeral Hoarusib River, 

the accommodation consists of six Meru-style tents with spacious bedrooms 

and en-suite bathrooms. 

This ßy-in safari offers a three- or four-night stay with access and departure 

only taking place on Wednesday and Saturday. Full- or half-day excursions 

include nature drives and walks, or visits to the clay castles of the Hoarusib 

River, Rocky Point, the roaring dunes, lichen Þelds, Cape fur seal colonies, 

Himba villages and shipwreck sites. Secret water seeps attract wildlife, so 

guests can see desert-adapted elephant, gemsbok, springbok, giraffe, ostrich, 

brown hyaena, HartmannÕs mountain zebra and occasionally lion and cheetah. 

The terrain is rugged and harsh; hence this camp is enjoyed by those who 

are looking for a true wilderness experience in one of the most spectacular 

settings in Africa.

6
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Wi l d e r n e s s  S a f a r i s  -  P re m i e r  C a m p

S E R R A  C A F E M A  C A M P

SERRA CAFEMA 
CAMP

FAC I L I T I E S  &  AC T I V I T I E S

Set amongst shady trees on the banks of the Kunene River, Serra Cafema 

is one of the most remote camps in southern Africa, its Portuguese name 

originating from the mountains that dominate the northern skyline. Guests 

fall asleep to the sound of rushing water, while by day they explore one of 

the driest deserts in the world.

The campÕs eight unique canvas and thatched chalets, each with its own 

en-suite bathroom, show great attention to detail; the elevated decks and 

simple structures of wood, canvas and thatch create a camp that is at one 

with its surroundings. The dining room and pool look out over the Kunene 

River. 

Activities here are varied, including boating (seasonal), walking, viewing 

breathtaking landscapes, as well as carefully guided quad-bike excursions 

that tread lightly on the dunes. In this isolated region, the Himba people 

continue their nomadic, traditional way of life and when in the area, offer 

guests the opportunity to learn about their lifestyle and traditions.

8 F

K U N E N E  -  M A R I E N F L U S S  C O N S E R V A N C Y

*
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Wi l d e r n e s s  S a f a r i s  -  P re m i e r  C a m p

L I T T L E  O N G AVA

LITTLE ONGAVA

Little Ongava is perched on the crest of a hill commanding magniÞcent 

vistas of the plains beyond. Arguably NamibiaÕs most civilised and certainly 

most comfortable accommodation, Little Ongava offers an extraordinary 

experience as the focal point of an Etosha journey.

This intimate camp has only three spacious suites each with its own plunge 

pool, en-suite bathroom, ÔsalaÕ, and outdoor Ôal frescoÕ shower. These and 

the lounge and dining area have wonderful views of the waterhole below 

the camp and the latter lends itself to relaxed, stylish dining under the 

African sky. Guests at Little Ongava share a dedicated guide and Land 

Rover, ensuring the best possible nature experience at one of AfricaÕs great 

wildlife destinations. Day and night wildlife-viewing drives, visiting hides 

overlooking waterholes, walks and rhino tracking with experienced guides 

can all be enjoyed exclusively on this reserve. Game drives and day trips into 

nearby Etosha National Park are also offered.

FAC I L I T I E S  &  AC T I V I T I E S

3

E T O S H A  -  O N G A V A  G A M E  R E S E R V E



72

ONGAVA LODGE

Wi l d e r n e s s  S a f a r i s  -  C l a s s i c  C a m p

O N G AVA  LO D G E

FAC I L I T I E S  &  AC T I V I T I E S

The well-established Ongava Lodge is situated along the southern boundary of 

Etosha National Park in the privately owned Ongava Game Reserve. Situated 

as it is close to the top of a hill in the foothills of the Ondundozonanandana 

Mountain Range, the vantage point is beautiful and overlooks a well-frequented 

waterhole and the plains beyond.

Ongava Lodge offers luxury accommodation in 14 rock and thatch en-suite 

chalets. There are impressive views over the campÕs waterhole from the main 

lounge and dining areas and there is also an inviting pool to cool off in the heat 

of the day. Meals are either served in the main dining area under thatch or on 

the dining deck under the stars. 

Activities include game drives into Etosha, visiting hides, and nature drives 

and walks on the reserve. Ongava has resident white and black rhino, giving 

guests staying at Ongava the opportunity to see both species.

14 F

E T O S H A  -  O N G A V A  G A M E  R E S E R V E
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ONGAVA TENTED CAMP

Wi l d e r n e s s  S a f a r i s  -  C l a s s i c  C a m p

E T O S H A  -  O N G A V A  G A M E  R E S E R V E

O N G AVA  T E N T E D  C A M P

Ongava Tented Camp is tucked into a hidden valley at the foot of a dolomite 

hill in Ongava Game Reserve bordering Etosha National Park. Eight large 

comfortable Meru-style tents all have en-suite facilities, open air showers 

and private verandas; the family unit sleeps four. The main area, built of 

stone, canvas and thatch, fronts onto a much-frequented waterhole.

Activities at this comfortable camp take place around the main area with its 

relaxing swimming pool, watching the wildlife coming to drink.

OngavaÕs proximity to Etosha allows for game drives in the National Park 

and on the Ongava Reserve itself. Other possibilities include guided walks, 

birding and spending time in hides. Ongava holds one of the largest rhino 

custodianships for the Namibian government in the country and is one of 

the few private game reserves in southern Africa where guests can see both 

black and white rhino.

FAC I L I T I E S  &  AC T I V I T I E S

8 F
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Wi l d e r n e s s  A d ve n t u re s

E T O S H A  -  O N G A V A  G A M E  R E S E R V E

A N D E R S S O N Õ S  C A M P

ANDERSSONÕS CAMP

Nestled in mopane scrub on white calcrete soils, AnderssonÕs Camp is situated 

4.5km from EtoshaÕs Andersson Gate. The camp was named after Swedish 

explorer Charles Andersson Ð one of the Þrst Europeans to ÔdiscoverÕ Etosha, 

AfricaÕs largest saltpan. 

The resurrected former farmstead that stands on the site now forms the centre 

of a charming camp fronting onto a productive waterhole. The 20 tented 

en-suite units are raised on decks for an enhanced view of the waterhole 

and surrounding plains. The camp is an exciting example of sustainable 

construction; this model of eco-sensitive lodging provides an authentic, safe 

and down-to-earth experience for small groups, families and independent 

travellers to the Etosha region and is easily accessible by either road or air. 

Activities include day trips into Etosha, nature walks and day and night game 

drives on Ongava Game Reserve.

FAC I L I T I E S  &  AC T I V I T I E S

20 F



75


